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Presidential Documents

Title 3—

The President

[FR Doc. 06—4868
Filed 5-23-06; 8:45 am]
Billing code 3195-01-P

Proclamation 8020 of May 19, 2006

National Hurricane Preparedness Week, 2006

By the President of the United States of America

A Proclamation

During National Hurricane Preparedness Week, private organizations, public
officials, and government agencies will highlight the preparations necessary
for the new hurricane season that begins on June 1.

Last year, a record number of hurricanes caused unprecedented devastation
across an entire region of our country. Our citizens along the Gulf Coast
demonstrated their strength and resilience, and individuals across America
revealed their compassion and resolve by opening their hearts, homes, and
communities to those in need.

After these storms, Federal, State, and local governments have worked to
enhance our Nation’s ability to respond to large-scale natural disasters. The
Federal Government has conducted an extensive review of preparedness
and response efforts, and actions are being taken at all levels of government
to improve communications and strengthen emergency response capabilities.

To help individuals, families, and businesses prepare for the future, the
Department of Homeland Security provides checklists and information on
natural disasters and other threats at ready.gov. By working together, govern-
ment, private entities, and civic and charitable organizations can help in-
crease preparedness for this year’s hurricane season.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution
and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim May 21 through May
27, 2006, as National Hurricane Preparedness Week. I call upon government
agencies, private organizations, schools, media, and residents in the coastal
areas of our Nation to share information about hurricane preparedness and
response to help save lives and protect communities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this nineteenth day
of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand six, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hundred and thirtieth.

~ /
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Presidential Documents

Title 3—

The President

Proclamation 8021 of May 19, 2006

National Maritime Day, 2006

By the President of the United States of America

A Proclamation

The United States Merchant Marine plays an important role in ensuring
our national security and strengthening our economy. As we celebrate Na-
tional Maritime Day and the 70th anniversary of the Merchant Marine Act,
we pay tribute to merchant mariners and their faithful service to our Nation.

Since 1775, merchant mariners have bravely served our country, and in
1936, the Merchant Marine Act officially established their role in our military
as a wartime naval auxiliary. During World War II, merchant mariners were
critical to the delivery of troops and supplies overseas, and they helped
keep vital ocean supply lines operating. President Franklin D. Roosevelt
praised these brave merchant mariners for persevering ‘“despite the perils
of the submarine, the dive bomber, and the surface raider.” Today’s merchant
mariners follow those who courageously served before them as they continue
to provide crucial support for our Nation’s service men and women. America
is grateful for their commitment to excellence and devotion to duty.

In addition to helping defend our country, merchant mariners facilitate
commerce by importing and exporting goods throughout the world. They
work with our Nation’s transportation industry to share their valuable skills
and experience in ship maintenance, navigation, and cargo transportation.
This past year, the good work and compassion of merchant mariners also
played an important role in hurricane relief efforts. Ships brought urgently
needed supplies to the devastated areas, provided assistance for oil spill
cleanup, generated electricity, and provided meals and lodging for recovery
workers and evacuees.

In recognition of the importance of the U.S. Merchant Marine, the Congress,
by joint resolution approved on May 20, 1933, as amended, has designated
May 22 of each year as ‘“National Maritime Day,” and has authorized and
requested that the President issue an annual proclamation calling for its
appropriate observance.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim May 22, 2006, as National Maritime Day.
I call upon all the people of the United States to mark this observance
by honoring the service of merchant mariners and by displaying the flag
of the United States at their homes and in their communities. I also request
that all ships sailing under the American flag dress ship on that day.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this nineteenth day
of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand six, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hundred and thirtieth.

~ /

[FR Doc. 06—4869
Filed 5-23-06; 8:45 am]
Billing code 3195-01-P
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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Animal and Plant Health Inspection
Service

7 CFR Part 301
[Docket No. APHIS—2006-0039]

Pine Shoot Beetle; Additions to
Quarantined Areas; Wisconsin

AGENCY: Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service, USDA.

ACTION: Interim rule and request for
comments.

SUMMARY: We are amending the pine
shoot beetle regulations by designating
the State of Wisconsin, in its entirety, as
a quarantined area based on the
detection of new pine shoot beetle
infested areas in the State, as well as its
decision to no longer enforce intrastate
movement restrictions. This action is
necessary to prevent the spread of pine
shoot beetle, a pest of pine trees, into
noninfested areas of the United States.

DATES: This interim rule is effective May
24, 2006. We will consider all
comments that we receive on or before
July 24, 2006.

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments
by any of the following methods:

e Federal eRulemaking Portal: Go to
http://www.regulations.gov and, in the
lower “Search Regulations and Federal
Actions” box, select “Animal and Plant
Health Inspection Service” from the
agency drop-down menu, then click on
“Submit.” In the Docket ID column,
select APHIS-2006—0039 to submit or
view public comments and to view
supporting and related materials
available electronically. Information on
using Regulations.gov, including
instructions for accessing documents,
submitting comments, and viewing the
docket after the close of the comment
period, is available through the site’s
“User Tips” link.

e Postal Mail/Commercial Delivery:
Please send four copies of your
comment (an original and three copies)
to APHIS-2006—-0039, Regulatory
Analysis and Development, PPD,
APHIS, Station 3A—-03.8, 4700 River
Road Unit 118, Riverdale, MD 20737—
1238. Please state that your comment
refers to APHIS-2006—-0039.

Reading Room: You may read any
comments that we receive on this
docket in our reading room. The reading
room is located in room 1141 of the
USDA South Building, 14th Street and
Independence Avenue, SW.,
Washington, DC. Normal reading room
hours are 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday
through Friday, except holidays. To be
sure someone is there to help you,
please call (202) 690-2817 before
coming.

Other Information: Additional
information about APHIS and its
programs is available on the Internet at
http://www.aphis.usda.gov.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr.
Weyman Fussell, Program Manager, Pest
Detection and Management Programs,
PPQ, APHIS, 4700 River Road Unit 134,
Riverdale, MD 20737-1231; (301) 734—
5705.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Background

The regulations in 7 CFR 301.50
through 301.50-10 (referred to below as
the regulations) restrict the interstate
movement of certain regulated articles
from quarantined areas in order to
prevent the spread of pine shoot beetle
(PSB) into noninfested areas of the
United States.

PSB is a pest of pine trees that can
cause damage in weak and dying trees,
where reproduction and immature
stages of PSB occur. During “‘shoot
feeding,” young beetles tunnel into the
center of pine shoots (usually of the
current year’s growth), causing stunted
and distorted growth in host trees. PSB
is also a vector of several diseases of
pine trees. Factors that may result in the
establishment of PSB populations far
from the location of the original host
tree include: (1) Adults can fly at least
1 kilometer, and (2) infested trees and
pine products are often transported long
distances. This pest damages urban
ornamental trees and can cause
economic losses to the timber,
Christmas tree, and nursery industries.

PSB hosts include all pine species.
The beetle has been found in a variety
of pine species (Pinus spp.) in the
United States. Scotch pine (P. sylvestris)
is the preferred host of PSB. The Animal
and Plant Health Inspection Service
(APHIS) has determined, based on
scientific data from European countries,
that fir (Abies spp.), larch (Larix spp.),
and spruce (Picea spp.) are not hosts of
PSB.

The regulations in § 301.50-3 provide
that the Administrator of APHIS will list
as a quarantined area each State, or each
portion of a State, in which PSB has
been found by an inspector, in which
the Administrator has reason to believe
PSB is present, or that the Administrator
considers necessary to regulate because
of its inseparability for quarantine
enforcement purposes from localities in
which PSB has been found.

The regulations further provide that
less than an entire State will be
designated as a quarantined area only if
the Administrator determines that: (1)
The State has adopted and is enforcing
a quarantine and regulations that
impose restrictions on the intrastate
movement of regulated articles that are
equivalent to those imposed on the
interstate movement of those articles
and (2) the designation of less than the
entire State as a regulated area will
otherwise be adequate to prevent the
artificial interstate spread of PSB.

In accordance with these criteria, the
State of Wisconsin has contained nine
counties designated as quarantined
areas in the regulations. However,
surveys ! conducted by State and
Federal inspectors have revealed that
additional areas in the State of
Wisconsin are infested with PSB, and
the State has notified APHIS that it no
longer wishes to enforce a quarantine
and regulations on the intrastate
movement of regulated articles within
its borders. Therefore, we are amending
§ 301.50-3(c) to designate the State of
Wisconsin, in its entirety, as a
quarantined area.

Entities affected by this interim rule
may include nursery stock growers,
Christmas tree farms, logging
operations, and others who sell, process,
or move regulated articles. As a result of
this interim rule, any regulated articles
to be moved interstate from the State of

1 Copies of the surveys may be obtained by
writing to the individual listed under FOR FURTHER
INFORMATION CONTACT.
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Wisconsin must first be inspected and/
or treated in order to qualify for a
certificate or limited permit authorizing
the movement.

Emergency Action

This rulemaking is necessary on an
emergency basis to prevent PSB from
spreading to noninfested areas of the
United States. Under these
circumstances, the Administrator has
determined that prior notice and
opportunity for public comment are
contrary to the public interest and that
there is good cause under 5 U.S.C. 553
for making this rule effective less than
30 days after publication in the Federal
Register.

We will consider comments we
receive during the comment period for
this interim rule (see DATES above).
After the comment period closes, we
will publish another document in the
Federal Register. The document will
include a discussion of any comments
we receive and any amendments we are
making to the rule.

Executive Order 12866 and Regulatory
Flexibility Act

This rule has been reviewed under
Executive Order 12866. For this action,
the Office of Management and Budget
has waived its review under Executive
Order 12866.

This emergency situation makes
timely compliance with the Regulatory
Flexibility Act (5 U.S.C. 601 et seq.)
impracticable. We are currently
assessing the potential economic effects
of this action on small entities. Based on
that assessment, we will either certify
that the rule will not have a significant
economic impact on a substantial
number of small entities or publish a
regulatory flexibility analysis.

Executive Order 12372

This program/activity is listed in the
Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance
under No. 10.025 and is subject to
Executive Order 12372, which requires
intergovernmental consultation with
State and local officials. (See 7 CFR part
3015, subpart V.)

Executive Order 12988

This rule has been reviewed under
Executive Order 12988, Civil Justice
Reform. This rule: (1) Preempts all State
and local laws and regulations that are
inconsistent with this rule; (2) has no
retroactive effect; and (3) does not
require administrative proceedings
before parties may file suit in court
challenging this rule.

Paperwork Reduction Act

This interim rule contains no new
information collection or recordkeeping
requirements under the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995 (44 U.S.C. 3501
et seq.).

List of Subjects in 7 CFR Part 301

Agricultural commodities, Plant
diseases and pests, Quarantine,
Reporting and recordkeeping
requirements, Transportation.

m Accordingly, we are amending 7 CFR
part 301 as follows:

PART 301—DOMESTIC QUARANTINE
NOTICES

m 1. The authority citation for part 301
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 7 U.S.C. 7701-7772 and 7781—
7786; 7 CFR 2.22, 2.80, and 371.3.

Section 301.75-15 also issued under Sec.
204, Title II, Pub. L. 106—113, 113 Stat.
1501A—293; sections 301.75—15 and 301.75—
16 also issued under Sec. 203, Title II, Pub.
L. 106—-224, 114 Stat. 400 (7 U.S.C. 1421
note).

m 2.In § 301.50-3, paragraph (c), the
entry for Wisconsin is revised to read as
follows:

§301.50-3 Quarantined areas.

* * * * *

(C] * * %
Wisconsin

The entire State.

Done in Washington, DC, this 18th day of
May 2006.

W. Ron DeHaven,

Administrator, Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service.

[FR Doc. 06-4810 Fi